Tests: Porsche 924S,Ac
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=1 PORSCHE HAS A history of doing things no other car
| 1 company could or would do, so it’s no surprise that
| Em the latest accomplishment from Stuttgart is that Por-
\ e )| sche has decided to rewrite its own history.

History tells us, among other things, that the Por-

- sche 924 was an inferior Porsche. It was too noisy
and didn’t have enough power. The early chapters of this history
explain that the 924 was originally designed by Porsche for Volks-
wagen-Audi as a replacement for the 914. As such it used every
VW component it could, including the engine, some of the sus-
pension and quite a few interior bits.

This original 924 would have made a terrific Volkswagen, but

changes of command at VW resulted in the design being sold back

to Porsche even though production went ahead at the Audi factory

A ste D back ward at Neckarsulm. This was the first front-engine, liquid-cooled Por-
sche produced, though it was soon followed by the similar-but-

IS IWo StepS fOl"W’alﬂd larger 928. As a Porsche. the 924 left so much to be desired that
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every year or two since the 1976 introduction, the VW parts have
been systematically replaced by superior Porsche pieces.

These substitutions improved the original 2.0-liter engine,
brought 4-wheel disc brakes, added a 5th gear to the transmission,
insulated the worst of the noise and vibration and eventually led to
the 924 Turbo and then the 944. It was the 944 that introduced the
all-Porsche 2.5-liter, sohc aluminum inline-4 with counterrotating
balance shafts. The 944 also brought a revised body with fender
flares that looked much more aggressive than the original 924.
Porsche continued to improve the 944 with a desperately need-
ed interior redesign and, only this year, new cast aluminum sus-
pension components borrowed from yet another 924 derivative,
the 944 Turbo.

Prices. unfortunately, kept pace with the improvements until
944s have become $25,000 to $30,000 sports cars. What have
become nearly $20,000 sports/GT cars are the Mazda RX-7 and

the Toyota Supra, to name two, and anyone who has driven these H—>

i AGLANCE

 Price, base/
as tested

 Curb weight, Ib

| Engine/drive

: Transmission
| 0-60 mph, sec

 Standing % mi, sec @ mph

Porsche :
9248

%19,900
21,287

2765
inline-4/rwd

5-sp M
78
15.8@86.0

| Stopping distance from 60 mph, ft 145

| Lateral acceleration, g
Slalom speed, mph

| Fuel economy,

RX-7 GXL:
tested 2-86

Supra:
tested 5-86

mpg

0.80
62.0
22.0

much better 944 engine, good
acceleration, excellent han-
dling feel

excellent, tossable handling;
responsive engine; a sports
car of few compromises

secure handling with high lim-
its, excellent acceleration,
smooth engine, excellent seats

~ Mazda

18.01

Toyota
RX-7 GXL ~ Supra

216.845 %17,990
17,964 18,865

2790 3410
2-rotor Wankel/  inline-6/rwd
rwd

5-sp M 5-sp M
8.5 L
1650850 154@910

151 147 ,
0.86 ;
60.6 '
18.0

0.83
62.0

Con

old 924 dash looks cheap,
steering wheel position too
low, unsupportive seats

body lacks individuality; aver-
age interior materials quality,
brakes skittish at limit

overweight, pricey, rear seats
only for children; bland generic
styling
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Porsche’s 944 interior; right, makes the 924's accommodations appear
spartan and uncomforzable Proximity of steering wheel to the driver's
seat is the 924's major failing.

two Ja apanese cars knows that they are very nearly the Porsche s
equal in every possible way. ,
Time for action, and the latest chapter in our history book Por-
sche has brought back the 924. now the 9248, to do battle with the
lower-cost sports and GT cars in America. In other markets, the
924 has been selling alongsxde the 944, so the reintroduction of
the lower-cost car to the U.S. isn’t all that revolutxonary List price
is a strategic $19,900, and this includes air conditioning, electric
~ window lifts and electrically adjustable mirrors. ,
More importantly. the 924S has the same drivetrain as the 944,
Output is 147 bhp at 5800 rpm, torque is 140 Ib-ft at 3000 rpm,
while engine response, smoothness and noise level are all that o
you'd expect in a $20,000 sports car. It’s not detuned or revised in 771_? 924 gets exacily the same
 any way, and as a result the slightly lighter and'more aerodynamic  2.3-liter engine as the Porsche
924 is maybe a couple of knots faster than the 944. Porsche claims 994 but the narrower, lighter
a 131-mph top speed for the 944 and 134 mph for the 924,and bod, Mmakes the V24 faster.
we believe it. - '
 Porsche also claims that both the 924S and 944 accelerate at the
same rate, though our test 9248 was a tad quicker than our most
 recently tested 944, and a little quicker than Porsche says it is.
~ Time for 0-60 was 7.8 seconds, which is about a second quicker
than the unbroken-in 944 we tested in comparison with the Maz-
da RX-7 in February. The quarter-mile time of 15.8 sec at 86.0
mph is 0.8 sec quicker. Testing conditions vary some, and the last
944 was abnormally slow, so we retested a 944 for comparison; it
was only a couple of tenths slower to most speeds and distances
_but it appears that the 9248 in adrag race, 1s going to be quicker
than the 944, .
Otherwise the two Porsches perform as much ahke as you mlght ;
assume. The 944 has slightly wider tires, so it has greater lateral
 acceleration, 0.86 to 0.80g, and the slalom speed is also faster for
the wider 944, 62.5 to 62.0 mph, though that’s hardly enough to
notice. The 944’s aluminum A-arms are lighter than the 924S’s
stamped steel arms for reduced unsprung welght but the effect 1s»)>—>
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PRICE

9248 944
1986 1986

List price, all POE $19,900 $22,950

Price as tested $21,287 $29,104
Price for the 9245 as tested includes std equip. (air
cond, elect. window lifts, elect. adi mirrors), elect. sun-
roof ($730), AM/FM stereo/cassette ($657)

GENERAL
Curb weight, Ib
Test weight
Weight dist (with driver), f/r, % L3
Wheelbasesint = =t b m el 94.51

ENGINE

Bore x stroke, mm
Displacement, cc
Compression ratio
Bhp @ rpm, SAE net...
Torque @ rpm, Ib-ft ...
Fuel injection

Fuel requirement

...140@ 3000
Bosch LE-Jetronic
unleaded, 87 pump oct

DRIVETRAIN

CHASSIS & BODY
front engine/rear drive

Body/frame unit steel
Brake system, f/r: (924S & 944) 11.1-in. vented discs/

11.4-in. vented discs, vacuum assist

alloy, 15 x 6J alloy, 15 x 7J

Tires Pirelli P6; 195/65VR-15 215/60VR-15
Steering type rack & pinion, pwr assist

Tumsalock-tologkt s S s Ui 3.6
Suspension, f/r: (924S & 944) MacPherson struts, lower

A-arms, coil springs, tube shocks, anti-roll bar/semi-

trailing arms, torsion bars, tube shocks, anti-roll bar

5-sp manual 5-sp manual

(0:83)=3.23: 158 (0.73) 2.84:1

(1.07) 4.16:1....... (1.07) 4.16:1

= 4(1:46) 2568515 e s (1.46) 5.68:1

{213 82940 (2.13) 8.29:1

(3.60) 14.00:1....... (3.60) 14.00:1

Final drive ratio................ SR e e 3.89:1

CALCULATED DATA
Lb/bhp (test weight)

Engine revs @ 60 mphin 5th..
R&T steering index
Brake swept area, sq in./ton

Trunk space, cu ft X
Fuel capacity, U.S. gal. ............... AT s 21.1
1 Single entries indicate identical specifications.

ROAD TEST RESULTS

ACCELERATION FUEL ECONOMY
Time to distance, sec: Normal driving, mpg ..... 22.0....... 22.13
0=100jme S St ittt 3.1 3Trip fuel economy.

(=500 it SERee 8i5u-van 8.7
: BRAKES

GoloA0i AT CHEE 16.1 Minimum stopping distances, ft:
S;:eed_at end of From 60 mph
Tin?eTcl; ;on;:a Sec: ficm o0 imon

0-30 mph Loy 94 Control in panic stop

T 7.8 """""" 8'2 Pedal effort for 0.5g stop, Ib

Dl b e "~ Fade: percent increase in pedal effort to

maintain 0.5g deceleration in 6 stops ~

from 60 mph nip
Overall brake rating very good

HANDLING
Lateral accel,
100-ft radius, g .... 0.80.......... 0.86
Speed thru 700-ft
slalom, mph

INTERIOR NOISE
Idle in neutral, dBA
Max, 1st gear
Constant 70 mph

o0 s 84.5

0-100 mph gk b 26.0

SPEEDS IN GEARS

Maximum rpm

5th gear (rpm)

mph....est (5950) 1322.. (4650) 123

4th (6300)

3rd (6300)

2nd (6300)

1st (6300)

2Manufacturer’s claim.

____Time to distance
Time to speed

Elapsed time in sec




