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The 914 could well turn out to be the last of the sim-
ple, lightweight and affordable Porsche roadsters. The
dictionary defines a roadster as a light, open automo-
bile that seats two and has a compartment for luggage.
After studying the specs and reviews on the new 911
Speedster, one has to conclude that while it is undoubt-
edly an excellent sports car, it doesn’t quite fulfill the
concept of a light, simple, general purpose roadster
package. A number of faithful fans still hope there will
be amodern replacement for the 914, but it may never
happen.

This is the 13th year since 914 production ended af-
ter the VW-Porsche joint effort contract for the project
came to an end early in the winter of 1975-1976. A to-
tal of 115,596 914/4 roadsters were made over the seven
model years, plus an additional 3380 914/6 models or de-
rivatives. The 914 was popular in the United States
where more than fifty percent of them ended up. The
number of 914s seen on the road seems to diminish each
year, but there are still quite a few out there and still
quite a few being purchased by both first-time and pre-
vious Porsche owners looking for a unique and afford-
able sports car.

Even if the first-time 914 owner has done some re-
search on the car, it is often difficult to figure out some
of the original features and idiosyncrasies due to the
length of time that the car has been out of production.
For those of us who purchased 914s when new and par-
ticipated in the total model evolution, a number of
owner modifications and improvements were learned
that may be of use to newer owners. Much of this owner
experience data is incorporated in Upfixin der Porsche,
the technical anthology series from PANORAMA, start-
ing with Volume 3. Even the latest version of Upfixin,
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Volume 7, which covers 1984 through 1986, has a num-
ber of good 914 articles. The Upfixin series is available
from the PCA Executive Office (P. 0. Box 10402, Alex-
andria, Virginia 22310, 708/922-9300) in single volumes
or as aset. Pastissues of VW & Porsche magazine also
offer a wealth of ideas on the various 914 project cars
they have featured.

Restoration and upfixin of the 914 engine and drive
train have been the subject of many treatises. The pur-
pose of this article is to summarize some of the equip-
ment and accessory modifications and updating for in-
creased owner enjoyment that proved to be successful
for early owners. Some of these may violate concours

HALF OF THE WORL

market plastic version that is more flexible than the
original fiberglass version and is still available. The rear
valance prior to 1973 extended low enough to surround
the exhaust pipe. In 1973, a shorter rear valance was
used which, along with the underside body flaps just
ahead of the engine compartment, helped increase the
flow of engine cooling air and reduced engine oil tem-
peratures.

The lightweight sheet metal panels, doors and lids are
usually assumed by a new owner to be the source of any
body noises that are experienced. Actually, most 914
body noises can be traced to an ill-fitted top, or metal
contact somewhere in the rear engine compartment lid

The other half we’re talking about is a set of Yokohama AVS Dry ultra-high performance
tires. Because if you own a car equipped with the world’s most advanced braking system,
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competition originality points, so the new owner must
decide how important that will be to him and plan ac-
cordingly.

Body

The 914 body, built by Karmann, is very light in
weight and has all the same general design features and
layout as the 356 and 900 series air-cooled-engine cars.
Occasionally you will see missing front spoilers or a
missing rear valance on the older cars. These should be
replaced or updated. Many owners liked the more ver-
tical front spoiler that came in fiberglass on the special
edition modelsin 1974. There was an inexpensive after-
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or deck-lid torsion bars. The doors and window glass are
adjustable to allow correct fit with roof and body, and
provide rattle-free operation. The famous rear deck-lid
bracket failure can be avoided if you catch it soon
enough by installing the equally famous lubricated
shoulder bolts invented by Pacific Northwest member
Syd Baker (see Upfizin Volume 5, page 176).

The 914s came with a left-hand external rear view
mirror only, but the right-hand doors have the welded
nut plates built in for adding a right-hand external mir-
ror. All you have to do is carefully locate their position
and drill them out. The stock 914 outside mirror can be
used on either the left or right side.



There was a significant change in the 914 removable
top beginning with chassis number 4732926222 (July 4,
1973). A new roof design was employed which had
flattened rear side rails for a thicker roll-bar seal.
In addition, new side weather seals were used
(914.531.185/186) which had an extra lip for improved
sealing at the window edge. The newer side weather
seals (not the rear seals, however) can be retrofitted to
the earlier tops and provide improved wet weather pro-
tection. Top noises can develop if the aluminum chan-
nel which holds the side weather seals works its way
through a worn weather seal and contacts the metal in
the roll bar. Tapering the edge of the aluminum chan-

without incurring serious bump-steer. Front end chas-
sis settings on the 914 call for +20 minutes of toe-in
(pressed, +10) and 0 degrees camber.

A wide variety of steel and alloy wheels were offered
as original equipment on the 914 (for a complete sum-
mary see Allen Roof’s article in Upfizin, Volume 6, page
48). The largest factory rim width used was 5.5 inches
and the standard tire was 165/15. Most owners soon
found that a 185/70x15 would fit just fine (although pos-
sibly were not legal in some events), and the more en-
terprising owners adapted even wider variants. If wider
rims are your game, most experts will say six inches is
about the maximum on a 15-inch wheel. VIW & Porsche,

THE OTHER HALF,
¥ YOKOHAMA TIRES

''''' 601S. Acacia Ave., Fullerton, CA 92631, © 1988 Yokohama Tire Corporation

naturally you’ll want to equip it with one of
the world’s most advanced tires.

nel can eliminate the contact (see Upfizin, Volume 6,
page 58).

Chassis

The 914 chassisis very similar to the 911 in front but
has a somewhat unique trailing arm rear suspension.
Some of the cars we see on the road exhibit rather odd
nose-up angles. When they were new, this characteris-
tic was due to the height settings that came with deliv-
ery in the United States. Today it is usually due to sag-
ging rear coil springs that should be replaced. Most
owners found that the car could be lowered in front by
about an inch from the original factory height settings

however, showed in their April 1983 issue how they
ended up with a seven-inch, specially made wheel and
205/60x15 tire without any fender modifications or rub-
bing.

Brakes

Complaints about spongy 914 brakes were gradually
solved by a combination of steel brake lines, use of the
914/6 19-mm master cylinder (the original 914/4 cylin-
der was 17 mm), and the latest trick of exchanging the
stock rear brake line pressure limiter for the Garretson
Enterprises Kelsey-Hayes kit. There is no reason for
914 brakes tobe any less effective than other Porsches.
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PORSCHE PARTS NEW & USED 356 911 912

O A one stop restoration and general
maintenance supplier, who can
satisfy most all of your Porsche needs.
We carry a large inventory of obsolete
and hard to find parts.
Knowledgeable, personalized service
and prompt shipping is our ‘
specialty.

O Catalog $2 (refundable)

a
B
f// 356 A B, C Muffler Pipe Kits

OEM FI $65
/ NEW PRODUCTS

€y/// Roadster Windshield Trim
el Set $275

COThe Parts Shop
(714) 894-3112

15725 Chemical Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Interior

Owner attitudes on the interior seemed to be related
tothe 914’s very low body (four inches lower than a 911)
and the driver’s height. Shorter drivers seemed to ac-
commodate to the seats and general seating arrange-
ment best but found the interior rear view mirror too
high (good view of the roll bar). Because the mirror at-
tachment is slightly off-center, this can be solved by ro-
tating the mirror 180 degrees to provide a better field
of view and the dimming lever will work just as well on
the top of the mirror as on the bottom.

For those that wanted more elegant seats, both Scheel
and Recaro built a 914 sport seat that could be adapted
easily to the existing seat supports. The original seat
rails can be removed from the factory seats and fast-
ened to the aftermarket seats. The Scheel requires re-
location on one of the attach screws, but otherwise
works well.

Electrical

Many of the electrical system features on the USA
914s had some peculiar characteristics and having a
wiring diagram is handy. For example, the driving lights
in the front bumper were wired so that they would only
come on when the headlight low beams were on. There
isafairly simple modification you can make to the fuse



Support your struts with

Plugs fired directly from three coils
—no more distributor or CD box.

e Crankshatt triggered precision elimi-
nates spark scatter for unbelievable
smoothness.

e More spark energy and longer burn
maximizes engine horsepower.

e Dial in your own advance curve and
rev limit.

DF.I $795  DF-Il (twin plug) $1495

OWN THE ORIGINAL
PORSCHE OWNERS DO NOT SETTLE

| We designed, developed and manufacture THE
CAMBER TRUSS® from aircraft frame chromalloy
tubing. Created to maximize your cars suspension
control, the TRUSS will give you an incredible
increase in cornering and braking capabilities—
9 years and 11 million miles of testing has
proven it!

PACIFIC MOTORSPORTS

“Cost-effective solutions to your performance problems.”
1503 - 130th NE, Bellevue, WA 98005
Flyer available - call

(206) 454-3996

Visa - Mastercharge

911 (@S SNOWN) ...oovvvvraiieeeiiennes $189
930, Carrera, & 911 competition..... $229

panel and fog light switch wiring which will allow the
driving lights tobe operated independently of the head-
lights. The fog light switch operates arelay whichisthe
middle black plug on the fuse panel. The fog switch,
however, gets its power from the headlight switch when
itis on and if the high beams are on, the fog light relay
won't work at all. Thisis easily remedied by first rerout- ——

ing the power wire to the fog light switch (a black wire 944, 9245 (as SHOWN)...........ooo.. $195

with blue stripe) from the headlight switch toahot lead 8‘113 Turbo, 9445, 924 ... -.coovvove 213?)

on the input side of the fuse panel (No.8or9 it e e B

it to work only when the ignition is on and No. 10, 11, e A quick fix for older cars where alignment (camber)
or 12 if you want it to work all the time). Note that the cannot be maintained

input side of the fuse panelis toward the rear of the car e Finished in resiliant black porcelinized paint

and the forward edge of the panelis the output side. The

input sideis equipped with several spare terminals for RN\NG &) chrome
accessories. e ated ‘“ode\sc%\\aps\ﬂg
Once you have power to the fog light switch indepen- eware of non-“\\'r:‘,\m much o558 ¢ :

dent of the headlights, then the only remaining taskis made din

'\m‘\\a’(\O\'\S nath an
to make sure the fog lights will work with the high pressu‘e SHens
beams on. The fog light switch actuates the fog light re-

lay which has its solenoid not connected to ground, but Call to order:

to the high beam hot lead on terminal No. 1 on the fuse STABLE ENERGIES INC.
panel. This means that every time the high beams are 34B Old Farmstead Rd., Chester, NJ 07930
on, the fog light relay can’t close. The solution is to con- (201) 879-5181

nect the fog light relay solenoid directly to ground in- Mastercard, Visa and GOD's accepted.
stead of the high beam hot lead, so that every time you Patents Pending
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AutoThority, inc.

To Our Customers and to PCRA:
Thank You for Your Support

On September 5, we observe our 13th anni-
versary. We have a lot to be thankful for and
a lot of people to thank for our successful run.

First, of course, we want to thank our
customers. It is because of you that we have
come so far and it is because of you that we
will continue to grow. You have not only pro-
vided us with business but you have given us
the incentive to meet the highest standards
of quality and service.

We have also to thank the Porsche Club
of America with which we have been closely
associated over the years and through which
we have been provided access to our cus-
tomers. We have greatly enjoyed this asso-
ciation and hope that we have given to it as
much as we have gotten out of it.

We want to recognize on this occasion
as well our employees and suppliers who have
always strived to meet our commitment to
quality and to excellence.

When we began, service was uppermost
in our mind. As we look ahead, we will continue
to dedicate ourselves to providing the best in
Porsche repair in the Washington area and to
rendering personal, knowledgeable, and ex-
pert attention to each customer.

gt T

3763 Pickett Road
Fairfax, VA 22031

pull on the fog light switch, the fog light relay closes,
high beam or no.

Most 914 owners are also looking for a way to flash
their lights without the headlights on by pulling straight
back on the turn signal lever as you do in the 911. For
anumber of years there has been an aftermarket relay
kit offered by H & H Specialties Co. (20 Reid Rd.,
Chelmsford, MA 01824, 617/256-9465) that could be
added to the fuse panel to accomplish this. Although
these units have not been seen in catalogs for some time,
a recent phone call to H & H indicated that they still
have some available. An alternative is the do-it-yourself
wiring modification suggested by Chuck Stoddard in
Upfizin Volume 3, page 109.

Perhaps one of the most popular 914 electrical system
modifications of all was the conversion of the windshield
washer system from spare-tire air-pressure operation
to electric. The reasons for doing this included avoid-
ance of getting your feet wet when the pneumatic
washer valve in the steering column suddenly failed, as
well as avoiding an accumulation of washer fluid in the
spare tire. A number of 914s developed leaky one-way
air valves in the pneumatic system and their spares
picked up sizable quantities of windshield washer fluid.
Trying tobalance or just drive on a tire with a couple of
quarts of internal liquid is an interesting experience.
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Several articles detailed this conversion including an ar-
ticlein Upfiain Volume 5, page 80, which used an early
VW switch kit, and the latest ones in Upfizin Volume
7, page 194, which use a later and probably more read-
ily available VW Rabbit switch. All of these approaches
end up with an electrically operated washer control on
the wiper switch just like the original control.

The 914 intermittent wiper system which first ap-
peared in the late 1973 model year production can be
retrofitted to cars without it by using the stock relay and
modifying the steering column housing to allow the
wiper control arm to move downward into the delay
switch. This is especially easy on the 1973 and later
models in which the wiring was built in and all you have
to do is snap out the small piece of plastic in the steer-
ing wheel housing that allows the wiper arm to move
down to engage the switch.

Summary

The above modifications are just some of the things
that can be done to personalize and upgrade a 914 if you
are just starting out. All are do-it-yourself projects that
have been used by other 914 owners and work well. Ad-
ditional ideas and mechanical modifications abound in
the Upfizin der Porsche series and past issues of VIV &
Porsche magazine. In particular, the 914 project car se-
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HIGH PERFORMANCE PROFILES FOR STREET OR
TRACK MADE FROM ALL NEW BILLETS « O.EM.
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EXCHANGE PROGRAM e SPECIAL GRINDS
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ries in VW & Porsche included the following subjects
and issues: wheels and tires (April 1983), suspension
(June 1983), brakes (August 1983), lighting (October
1983), engine modifications (June 1984), weather-
stripping (October 1984), paint and interior (December
1984), engine rebuild (April 1985)and engine test (Au-
gust 1985). @

SEND $10.95
PLUS $2.65 P&H TO
GRAY PUBLISHERS
703 E. Broadway, Suite 1B, Tucson
AZ 85719 Please allow 4-6 weeks.

HOWTO BUY

CAR STEREO

Ready to buy your automotive stereo system?
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU BUY
Straight to the point advice written
by a professional installer/
salesperson with 8 years
experience. 100%
SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

METAL MASTER
DISC BRAKE PADS

We stock every Metal Master brake pad Repco makes.
Repco pads will stop your Porsche faster and last longer
than any organic brake pad. The use of Metal Master
pads will not decrease rotor life.

If you're tired of cleaning your wheels only to see
them filthy two days later, call us and equip your
Porsche with brake pads worthy of the marque. Call
now for prices and a FREE Repco brochure.

KONI RIOT!

Call Now for Outrageous Prices on the
Complete Koni Line. From Shocks to
Complete Suspension Kits, We’ve Got It!

ATTENTION!
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